Look at the incomplete sentence below. Decide which of the words
in the box that follows can complete the sentence.

The historian wrote about many famous

women colorful places events
ago ideas did pretty

‘The words women, ideas, places, and eveints can complete the sen-
tence. These words are called nouns.

There are two basic kinds of nouns: proper nouns and

’ cOMMON NOUns.
g 2
E
" The first word and all other important words in proper nouns are
capitalized.
13 :

Common nouns can be cither concrete or abstract.

Proper Common

Loncrete Ahsiract
Supreme Court document truth
Queen Victoria Crown courage

Decempber snow time
Museum of Anthropeicgy museum history
Native American buffalo heritage
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Proper Mouns

T identifying Commpn and
in the following sentet
ouin Remember 1o capitalize cach

Write each noun thatappears Lces. Indicate whether

C‘JCh 1 COHIHIOH Hol OF a PF'UPL’I' t

proper nown.
avery in the united states.

x 1. A baby named isabella began life in st
he civil war.

Slavery was Allowed in the united states before t

2

3, [sabella worked very hard as a child.
4. The slaveholder chose a husband for isabella

tsabella had thirteen children.

[sabella later became a free person.

abella took the name sojourner truth.

vorked for the freedoim of women

L

o)

. Then s

This brave crusader and african ameri-

(_)O“-.I

cais.
9, Sojourner truth traveled
10. Sojourner (alked about the evils of slavery.
arge numbers of peop

around the country.

11. The brave woman spoke to ] le in many stales.

12. The speaker faced danger on many OCCasions.

13. Sojourner truth became famous as a result of her many speeches.
dent abraham lincoin at the white house.

esident, sojourner st

litions for african americans in the city.

o who had once been enslaved and bhad

14, Sojourner met with presi
15, After her visit with the pr
16. She worked to mprove <o
17. She helped find work for other peopl

aved in washipgton, d.c.

come to washington.
Charriet tubman was Alser born i st
he underground railroad.

avery in marvland.

18. Like sojouner truth
1er people 1o frecdomont

19. Harriet tubmag led 1
harriet tubman were Jnportant women in history.

20. Sojourner truth and
antiying onurate anel Ansiraci Nouns
underiined noun.

and fled to Vassachusetis.

Write abstractor cotcrete for cach

Douglass escaped

RBorn in slavery, Frederick
g and talked about treedont.

i 1841 he addressed a meetis
Atter he spoke, he was hired to falk to other groups.

i Lo speak out as he did.

After his autobiography was published in 1845, he went 1o England.
6. When he returned, he continued to talk about his beliefs.

7. Te helped men, wolicll and children flee to Canada.

g. [rederick Douglass is honored by many people n this country.

9. Douglass’s books are ;1pprec'mted for their honesty.

10, He was an important person in the history of the United States.

(USRS

It took courage for h

=

et iets e mesiim -t
(33
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The noun storybook is made up of two words: story and book. Such
a noun is called a compound noun,

4
A compound noun can be one word, like storvbook; more than one
word, like ice cream; or joined by hyphens, like runner-up.

housekeeper, showcase, bookmark. football, storyhook

meti- .

mather-in-law, runner-up, great-grandmother, kilowatt-hovr

citeeecect o dining room, ice cream, maid of honor, music hox

To form the plural of compound nouns written as one word, add -s
or -¢s. To form the plural of compound nouns that are hyphenated or
written as more than one word, make the most important part of che
compound noun plural.

l.c.

B

{ and had -« {[ L_,‘ ]
Singular Plural
wryland. .
.1’_ ad Add -s to most words. foothalls, headlights
LITOAC . i Add -es to words that end in strongboxes, rosebushes
story. , S ch, sh, s, or x. Exception: passershy
Make the mest important part great-grandmothers,
of the compound noun plural. runners-up, mathers-in-law
usetis. —
Make the most important part maids of honor, music boxes
of the compound noun plural,
nd. Whether the compound noun is singular or plural, the verb must

Rree with it,

My sister-in-law writes books. My sisters-in-law write books.
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Making Compound Mouns Plural

Write the plural form of each compound noun below.

11. textbook 16. music box

1. liteguard 6. father-in-taw
2. vice-principal 7. sheepskin 12. police station 17. flight deck
window sash 13 passerby 18. great-grandson

i 3, golf club 8.
4, master-at-arms 9. president—clect 14. roller skate 19. driving range
15. headache 20. drugstore

l !
S E' 5. sweet potato 10. clubhouse

piyral Comgpound Mouns

i

Write each sentence, using the plural form of the compound noun in paren-

lot box) ta determine who is president.

is the residence for each of our (Commander in chief).
ave had another residence.

1 the White House.

(chief executive ) to tive there.

Voters go 1o (bal
The White House
All (vice president) h
Many (Scrgeant—at-arms) guarc
John Adams was the first of the
Aock to the White House.

pers must show passes to ¢
ad small (swimming pool

Wb =

-

191 ]

6. (Sightseer)
7. (Editor in chiet) of newspa
8. President Franklin D. Roosevelt b

nter the White House.
) added to the

residence.

9. Under President John Ty Kennedy, (guidebook] to the building’s history were
published.

10. Presidents can have daily (workout)

11. (Grandparent) sometimes visit the White House.

12. Overnight visitors sleep in (guest room) on the second tloor.

13. In 1908 a meeting on the conservation of (natural resouIce) was held in the

white House.
14. Many of the visitors 10 the
15. [n the West Wing are (workplace)
a group of {policvmaker)
aughters ov ( daughter-

in the gymnasium.

White House are (‘jobholdcr).

tor the presidem’s staft.

, gathers for a meeting.
in-law) to serve as host- ]

16. Once a week the Cabinet,
17. Some presidents asked their d

o

T AT P R R UL

SSES,
18. A meeting of (mapiaker) was held in the map room, & private area.
19. At the White House, 10 (shorteut) are cerned.
he White House operates.

taken where security 15 con

20. (Political scientist! study how
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Possesstye Nowns

Ox A noun can be singular, naming only one person, place, thing, or ’
| idea; or it can be plural, naming two or more. A noun can also show
N ownership or possession of things or qualitics. This kind of noun is
andson called a possessive noun.
range i
sre Possessive nouns can be common nouns or proper nouns. They
can also be singular or plural. Notice the possessive nouns in the 101
lowing sentences:
1 paren- Rita has a book on history.
Rita’s book Is new.
Read the books.
nief). Note the books’ major themes.
Possessive nouns are formed in one of two ways. To form the pos-
sessive of most nouns, vou add an apostrophe and -5 (51 This is true
for all singular nouns and for plural nouns not ending in -s. To form
e House. the possessive of plural nouns already ending in -5, vou add only an
to the apostrophe. These vules are summarized in the chart below.
story wele
Mouns To Form P::a%%swe Examplas
Most singular Add an apostrophe a gir—agirl's name
neuns and -s(s). a country—-a country’s products
~eld in the singular nouns Add an apostrophe Lewis—Lewis's explorations
2 ending in -s and -s{’s). Chris—Chris’s homework
Plural nouns Add an apostrophe animals—animals’ habits
_ ending in -s (). the Joneses--the Jonesas' car
 meeting: |
.ve as host™ Plural nouns not Add an apostraphe women—-women's history
i ‘~ endmg in - and -8 s}, chmlren—chlldren s h\s ory
wred.
mcerned:
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Forming Dogsassive Nouns
red word or group of words.

Write the possessive form of each underlin

11, artists works

12. birds nests

13. car engine

14, New Lngland weather
15. democracy benefits

16. whales bones

17. Cape Cod hicycle trails
18. song refrain

19. book theme

50, Andy Warhol soup cans

. Queen Elizabeth relgn
2. documents pages

3. Arizona landscape

4. citizens rights

5. Dickens work

6. people choice

7. King Charles laws

g, women rights

9. city law

10. children books

_\ Using ossassiye NOUNS
ssive form of the noun in parenthe- '

For cach sentence, write the correct posse

$¢S.

e of (Virginia) famous people.

y love of exploring.

(Jefferson) personal secretary.

tions for an expedition.

y uncharted territory.

\erjwether Lewis was 01
He shared many (children

[ ewis served as President

[

4

e

Tefferson guided ([ ewis) prepar
Lewis and William Clark explored the (nation
Lewis depended on (Clark) skill at map making.
The {expedition) route ran through the f.ouisian

o Territory and the Oregon

N N

reglon.
g. With the (Native Americans
Mountains.
9. The team spent more than &t
Columbia (River)
ends in St Louis thought they had

) help, they were able to cross the Rocky

vo (vears) time in the Northwest.

waters to the Pacific Ocean.
died on their trek.

e i

10. They followed the
11. The (explorers) fri
12. The (men) bravery won great praisc.

13. Later John Charles Frémont followed in [ ewis
14, (Frémont} explorations rook him to Oregon, Nev
ericans o Oppose {\exico) contro
i) ULS. Senator from 18301831
publican (Party) first candidate for president.
( ) departments-

and (Clark) footsteps.
ada, and California.
| of California.

{5. He inspired Am
16. He served as {Califo
17. In 1836 he became the Re
18. 1n the Civil War, he commanded one of the Union (Army

avery, he took over (slaveholders) lands in Missoutl.

(Thomas Hart Benton) daughter.

19. Strongly antisl
20. Frémont was married to
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g e

Dossesstves, and Contractions

Most plural nouns, most possessive nouns, and certain contrac-
tions end with the letter -5, As a vesult, they sound alike and can
be easily confused. Their spellings and meanings are different, how-

ever,
Example leaning
The students wrote a play. more than one student
parenthe- ﬂ The students’ piay is good. the play of the students
; . | saw the student's play. the play of one student
The student’s the author. The student 1s the author.
B

e Oregon

ky In the sentence Naowmi's participating in the science [air,
the word Naomii’s is a contraction. It is made by combining the singu-
lar proper noun Naomiand the verb is. The apostrophe takes the place
. of the letter 7. The contraction Naori's sounds the same and is spelled
T Irek. . . - - . .
irt the same as the singular possessive form of the proper noun Naomi,
ieps. 1 : N o '
.1‘111&1. *‘ |
l - Example ifinaning i
| i Possess Naomi's exhibit is about bone fractures. | the exhibit prepared :
esident. o by Naomi }
trments. . . . ‘ . L ;
wtm Contraci;. Naomi's participating in the science fair. | Naemi is participating.
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Eorming Possessives and Contraciions

Write each sentence, adding apostrophes to the possessive nOUNS and the

contractions.

Woodrow Wilson was Americas twenty-eighth president.

As a student at Princeton, he joined the schools debating soclety.
Refore becoming president, he served as Princeton Universitys president.
wilsons regarded today as an educational and political reformet.

He was elected New Jerseys governor 1 1910.

His success in New Jersey brought him to the Democrats attentio.
Wilsons first term of office as president began in 1913.

ak in Europe kept his attention on foreign aftairs.

rm, he helped make the peace among Luropes powers.
ble to fight for the peace {reatys acceptance.

G

= N

‘The wars outbre
9. During his second te
0. Hehada stroke and was not a

¥ G ] using Plurals, opegassives, and Loniratiions

\Write the word in parentheses that correctly completes each sentence.

Herman (Melville's, \elvilles) a great American writer.

Herman (Melville’s, Netvilles) life was full of adventure.

Melville traveled on sailing (ships, ship’s) as a young man.

The (sailor’s, sailors’) hives were full of challenges.

Did Melville keep a record of his (experience’s, experiences)?

’, adventures) as a cabin boy in 1837,

1.
2.

-

Melville began bis (adventures
The young (man’s, mans’} destination w
(Liverpool’s, Liverpools’} an jmportant city in Great Britain.
9. Special ships hunted (whales), whales) at this time.
10. These whaling (ships; ships) crews searched the world for whales.
11. (Whales, Whales’) blubber provided many products.

12. (_Nantucket’s, Nantuckets) wealth depended on irade in whale
13. You can still visit the whaling (captains, captains’) beautiful homes there.
14, Melville joined a whaling (ships, ship’s) crew in 1841
15. He visited the beautitul (islands, islands’) of the Pacific Ocean. ;
16. Melville wrote (books), books) about his experience. 4
17. The public enjoyed this (writers, writer’s) work. ;
18. In his masterpiece, Moby Dick, {sailors, sailors’) hunt a great white whale.
19. The book describes the (dangers, dangers’) of life aboard a whaling ship-
20. At the time, few people appreciated the (books, book’s) power.

as Liverpooi.

® NP

products.
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nt. .
: committee
i family

| flock

audience
team
class

cluh
archestra
herd

Nouns and verbs always must show agreement in sentences.

OWELS. Collective nouns, however, present special agreement problems. Every
ance. collective noun can have either a singular meaning or a plural mean-
ing. If you speal about the group as a unit, then the noun has a singu-
lar meaning. Jt vou want to refer to the individual members of the
group, then the noun has a plural meaning.

)

The crowd cheers the passing parade. [refers to group as
a unit, singular|

The crowd move to their favorite spots along the parade
route. [individual members, plural]

When vou are thinking of the group as a unit, use a collective noun
and the form of the verb that agrees with a singular noun. When vou
want to refer to the individual members of the group. use the collec-
tive noun and the form of the verb that agrees with a plural
noun. The srowid mova to

- ‘ ) _ their favorite spots.
Lo help vou determine whether a collective noun in a sentence

is singular or plural, substitute the word i for the collective

ducts. T ,
nount and anv words used to describe it. It the sentence still

5 there. . . . .
makes sense, the collective noun is singular. If vou can substi-

tute they, the collective noun is plural.

The team works on its project. [it, singular]

The team work on their separate projects. [they, plural]
te whale:
ing shap:

The vrowi sheais,
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igentifying singulay and plural Collective Nouns

For each sentence, write the collective noui. Write singularor plral 1o

describe 1t.

The group received first place in the competition.

1.

3. The crowd in the club danced the entire night.

3. The gaggle of geesc made a tremendous racket.

4. The students were given a fange of choices on the test.
5. After the program, the band played an encore.

6. The family reccived a memento of the event.

7. The jury returned to their seats.

8. Company came to dinner last night.

9. A majority of the players voted to cancel the game.
o. The infantry fought froma dangerous position.

j Using Collective MOUNS

write the collective nou. T

For cach sentence, hen write the coyrect form of

the verb in paventheses.

The class of seventh-graders (des
The entire class (meets, meet) a
The family (takes/take) their bigg
The film club (devours/ devour) it

Girl Scout Troop 39 (presents, present)
argues, argue) among themselves over t

cribes, describe) their vacations.
{ 2:00 pan. every day.

st towels with them to the beach.

s popeorn in the darkened theater.

1 tribute to athletes.

he suggestion.

o

The committee |
The audience {cheers, cheer) its favorite contestants.
The orchestra (performs, perform? my
9. The football team (eats/eat) its pregame meal in silence.

10. The herd (returns, return) to the same meadow cach year.

11. The crowd of students (claps, clap) their hands to the music.

12, The public (supports, support) 1ts local basketball team.
13. The whole wolf pack {roams, roam) the countrvside. :
(shows/show) 1ts approval by clapping and whisthing.

avorite svmphony.

o N W

14. The aundience
15. The jury (reaches, reach) its verdict.

16. The battalion (marches, march) five miles each dav.
(dr:mands/denmnd'} their ballots.
bilities very seriously,

17. The majority of stockholders
18. That family (takes, rake? their responsi
being given away 10 another family.

19. The whole litter (s, are)

50, The flock of geese { grooms/ grooim their feathers after the rain.
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