Kmds of Sentences

W A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete though.

Different kinds of sentences have different purposes. A sentence
can make a statement, ask a question,‘ give a command, Or express
strong feeling. All sentences begin with a capital letter and end
with a punctuation mark. The punctuation mark at the end of the
sentence is determined by the purpose of that sentence.

Our class is readlng
“The Raven” by Edgar
Allan Pne.r

B A declarative seritence ma.kes a statement. It ends with a
~ period,

Edgar Allan Poe wrote suspenseful short stories.

An interrogative sentence asks a question. It ends with a
question mark.

Did Poe also write poetry?

It surely scared me!

An exclamatory sentence expresses strong feeling. It ends with. /
an exclamation point.

" What a great writer Poé was!

Read some of
his other poems.

An imperative sentence gives a command or makes a request. [t
nds with a period.
Read “The Pit and the Pendulum.”
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Edbuard’Manet, .Ili'us'tr_a.tio-n to Poe’s “The Raven,” ¢. 1875
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This is one of the two writing prompts administered to all grade 8 students in April 2014.

P-rom'pt

| Your teacher asked you to erte an essay about an adult you Want to be hke
_' When you get older

: Before you begin to write, thlnk about an adult you want to be hke When you get |
‘older. Who is that person‘? What is that adult hke and why do you want to be |
- like him or her‘? |

Now Wr1te an essay about an adult you want to be like when you get older Give |
enough deta11 S0 that your teacher W111 understand

WRITER’S CHECKLIST

1 ~Look at thetdeas in your response '7
. Have you focused on one main idea? .
_____ Have you used enough detail to explain

yourself‘?

N Have you put your thoughts in order?
Can others understand what you are saying?

o

2. Think about what you want others to know and
feel after reading your paper.

~ Will others understand how you think or fee!

about an idea?

Will others feel angry, sad, happy, surprised,

or some other way about your response?

(Hint: Make your reader feel like you do

about your paper’s subject.)

____ Doyouhave sentences of different lengths?

(H|nt Be sure you have a variety of sentence
lengths )

Are your sentences alike? (Hint: Use different |

Wtqhds of sentences.)

3. Look at the words you have used.

Have you described things, places and. |
peopte the way they are? (H|nt Use enough-. 1

detail.) -

___Areyouthe same person all the way through
- your paper? (Hint: Check your verbs and
pronouns.}

_____ Have you used the right words in the nght .
places'?

4. Look at your handwriting.

Can others read your handwriting with no
~ trouble? .
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Sentences and Sentence
Fragments =

or

Every sentence has two parts: a subject and a predlcate

|—'—‘-———- SENTNCE

L‘ SUBJECT_! I_ PREDICATE -—J

@ The subject part of a sentence names whom or what the sentence
is about.

B The predicate part of the sentence tells what the sub;ect does or
‘has. It can also describe what the subject is or is like.

A sentence must have both a subject and a predicate. It must also
express a complete thought. :

B A sentence fragment does not express a complete thought It may
also be nussmg a subject, a predicate, or both.

You often use fragments when talking with friends or writing per-
nal Tetters: Some writers use sentence, fragments to prodiice special = "
ects. You should use complete sentences, however, in anything you
ite for school or business.

Correctmg Sentence Fragments

_ Her S|ster dlscovered the '
-poemsmherbureau B

The fragment lacks a subject _ | This gifted poet wrote about
: Who Wrote about her emof/ons? f her emonons

Her poems contain many

The fragment Iacks both a subject .
| layers of meaning.

“and a predicate

is
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 smear a mixture of snake scent and

squirrels That Smell Like Snakes

by Cheryl M. Reifsnyder, Ph.D. -

From the trunk of her Volkswagen hatchback, Dr. Barbara Clucas aimed her camera.

Nose a-twitch, a California ground squirrel bounded toward Clucas’s bait: a circle of
sunflower seeds. A ground squirrel will almost. always stop for sunflower seeds. Inside
the circle of seeds was a rattlesnake skin. _ _

~ The squirrel grabbed the skin with both front paws and began to chew. Then it

smeared snakeskin-scented saliva onto its fur. ' :

Clucas is a scientist who studies animal behavior—especially squirrel.behavior—f
at the University of California, Davis. How did she get started studying how ground
squirrels use snakeskins? : SRR :

Other researchers had seen
chipmunks and mice taking snakeskin
paths. One day, Clucas saw a ground
squirrel doing the same thing, using a
skin left behind by a snake. As a snake
grows, from time to time it must shed its
skin. That shedding lets a new, larger
skin underneath expand and make room
for more growth. Clucas watched the
ground squirre} chew the skin and then

saliva onto its sides, hind legs, andtail. Dy Barbara Clucas love
Why would a squirrel do such a S
thing? There was only one way to find out. Clucas needed to spy on ground squirrels.

g her job: spying on squirrels,

What Are They Thinking? -
Before Clucas began, she came up with three different educated guesses, or
hypotheses, that might explain why squirrels spread snakeskin galiva on themselves.
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Idea No 1: Snakeskin saliva may protect squlrrels from their- number one enemy, the
Northern Pacific rattlesnake. :
If that idea is true, then 3 young squirrels and their mothers (who protect them)

should spend the most time smearing snakeskin saliva on themselves: More than a third-

of squirrel pups are eaten by snakes. (An adult male squirrel will fight an attacking
rattlesnake, and that’s too much trouble for most rattlesnakes. )

Idea No. 2: The smell of snakeskm m1ght make other squn'rels think the snake scented
squirrel is tougher.

If this guess is correct, then adult males should spend the most time us1ng snakeskm
scent. They are the most likely to fight with one another, and an adult male would get
an advantage from seeming tough.

Idea No. 3: Maybe somethmg in snakeskm helps get rid of pesky ﬂeas

If this idea is right, then young squ1rrels should spend the most t1me smearmg snake

- scent on themselves That’s because they have more flea troubles than adults have.
Clucas’s guesses helped her know what to look for Then she could f1gure out Wh1ch
guess might be right. She was ready to start squ1rre1 Watch;lng :
Clucas began by trapping squirrels.
~She used hlack han- dye to mark each of
them.
“We wanted to give them each
an individual number,” she said, “s
‘we knew their age and their sex and
could tell all of the individuals apart.”
She also found the squirrels’ burrows,
so she knew just where to set up her
experlments
Next, she placed the bait: a
snakeskin staked to the ground outside
a burrow entrance. She surrounded the snakeskin with sunflower seeds to get the
squirrel’s attention. Then she went into the back of her car, set up her camera, and
waited, : '
“When you re in your car, the squ1rrels can’t see you, and so they don’t run away,
Clucas said.
In most cases, when a squ1rrel came out of its burrow, it noticed the seeds—and the

. snakeskin. Clucas could start filming. =~ .~

Dr. Clucas’s videos show squirrels chewing on snakeskms and smearmg the snake
scent on themselves.

Clucas planned how to record what the squirrels did. She watched each squirrel for
80 minutes, beginning when the squ1rrel touched the snakeskin.




She explained that scientists us

peeper,” she said. “Bvery 30 geconds, it goes off

e “time gampling” to study behavior. “You

and you write down what the

havea . .
yre doing.”

That's what she did as she watched the ground squirrels. She ended up with 60

pieces of information for each time & squirrel found a snakeskin. She ghowed that young.

squirrels and adult females spent about twice a8 much time applying gnake scent a8

adult: males did.

outside world———would do the snake-scent

“Tyen pups Who had most likely never encountered a snake—had never even seen the

.application behavior,” she said. “Tt was kind

of funny, because although they were doing it, they were falling over and doing it very

clumsily.”

The Idea That Won

The numbers supported only one of her guesses: the gquirrels most intereéted in

applying chgwedfup gnakeskin were those in greatest danger from rattlesnakes, not

Clucas’s findings raise more guestions.
scent when it’s mixed with rattlesnake scent

disguise, does it work?

Clucas is busy answering these and
thing I've done, all my life.
rt questions about their behavior.

Watching animals,_” she said. “It's some
keep Watching-arﬂmals and asking sma

i

‘l. ~ What is the definition ofthe

otheses as it is used in

word h

A interests held by a gcientist
‘B suspicions not yet confirmed

¢ facts already known to be true

D topics that are interesting to
study

those with the most fleas and not those who had the most fights with other squirrels.

How do rattlesnakes respond to gquirrel

20

2 1f the squirrels are applying an _anti-snake

other questions. ‘Tm just really fascinated with

»As a scientist, she_’ﬂ

2 The main purposé of the three :
headings that begin with the words
“jdea No." is to ‘

A emphasize which of the guesses is

correct.
B show how the guesses changed
over time. S |
€ argue that one of the guesses is
right. : .

P highlight each of the three
guesses. '




‘Why did Dr. Clucas mark the

squirrels with black hair dye? -

A She wanted to"xﬁake"*a', count of the

number of squirrels in the study.
B The squirrels rieeded to be made
- visible to any nearby rattlesnakes.
€ ' She needed a method to track

each individual squn:rel in the
study.

D 1t was too dlfﬁcult to see the
squirrels among leaves and
- branches

According to the passage, which

squirrel groups spent the most time

applying snake scent‘?

A adult males and adult females

adult males and young squirrels
adult females and young squirrels

- -

adult females and young males

A
B tiresome.
c

D

'O g g
‘5 The author organizes the information
in this passageby -

A listing'a number of 1nterestmg
squirrel behaviors, describing
each of them in detall and
explammg why each is 1mportant

B arguing that scientists should
- gpend more time obsemng
squirrels and rattlesnakes in
- order to better understand the1r
~ behavior, -

C 1dent1fy1ng an mterestmg
question about squlrrels
describing possible answers, and
explaining how the questlon was
answered. -

D comparing what scientists in
the past have learned about
chipmunk behavior with what
scientists today are learning about
squirrel behavior. . .

* Based on the information in the
passage, Dr. Clucas considers

studying squirrels to be

engagirig.

dangerous.
frustrating.
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Subj ects and Predicates

ate part

t. T . . L _ 3 .
o A sentence consists of a subject and a predicate that together

express a complete thought. Botha subJect a.nd a pred1cate may con-
sist of more than one word

= C.omple_te Suh]ect _ Compiete Predlcate-
 Dickens's e '-5-arest-ill po_pu_i‘a_rtoc[]_\_/_,*f"f':‘

. My English t"eotcherg- wrote an article on Dickens.

B The complete subject includes all of the words in the subject ofa-
sentence. ' :

B The complete predicate mdudes all of the words in the predicate
of a sentence. : :

Not all of the words in the subject or the predicate are of equal
1mp0rtance;

COMPLETE . GOMPE.ETE':,

[ SUBJECT T PREDICATE = |

SIMPLE SUBJECT SIMFLE PREDICATE

S3IURILIAS PUE ‘Seedipaid ‘spalgng

The simple subject is the main or most 1mportant Word or group
of words in the complete sub}ect '

The simple subject is usually anoun or a pronoun A noun is a
rd that names a person, a place, a thing, or an idea. A pronoun is a
rd that takes the place of one or more nouns. - '

The simple predicate is the main Word or group of words in the
omplete predicate.

he simple predicate is always a verb. A verb is a word that
esses an action or a state of being.

ometimes the simple subject is also the complete sub]ect
arly, the 51mp1e predicate may also be the complete predlcate.

. 8.3 ‘Subjects and Pradicates 363 -




-at an-early age.
ors’ prison.




