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_ Writing Prompt- QDY

WRITING PROMPT

Your social studies teacher has asked you to write about this topic:. |
Explain why you would or would not want to live in a large city.

Before you begin to write, think about living in a large city. W'ould you like or
dislike it? Why do you think the way you do? : o

Now write an essay for your teacher about whei;hér or not you would want to live|
in a large city. Give gpecific reasons explaining why you think the way you do.

WRITER’S CHECKLIST

1. Look at the ideas in your response. -
' Have you focused on one main idea?

Have you used enough detail to explain
yourself?

Have you put your thoughts in order?

Can others understand what you are saying? '

2 Think about what you want others to know and

feel after reading your paper.

Wil others understand how yourthink or feel
about an idea? . :
Will others feel angry, sad, happy, surprised,
or some other way about your response?
(Hint: Make your reader feel like you do
about your paper's subject.)
Do you have sentences of different lengths?

" (Hint: Be sure youhavea variety of sentence
lengths.) '

Areyour seniences alie? (Hint: Use different
~ kinds of sentences.) |

3. Look at the words you have used.
Have you described things, places and

- people the way they are? (Hint; Useenough |

detail.) _

Are you the same person alf the way through
your paper? (Hint: Check your verbs. and
pro_nouns.) . o

Have you used the right words in the right
places? ' : :

4. Look at your handwrifing. i

: trouble?

an others read your handwriting with no |
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h Some nouns consist of more than one word. The noun hometown,
for instance, is made up of the two words home and town. These
nouns are called compound nouns.
cean B Compound nouns are nouns that are made up of two or more
o. words.
Compound nouns can be written as one word—hometown—
or as more than one word—ice cream. Other compound nouns are
e written as two or more words joined by hyphens—mother-in-law. If
_ _ you're unsure of how to write a compound noun, check a dictionary.
city. ) o
aly.
tial . -Compound Nnuns AN LR
doorknob homeroom, strongbox bookmark f;replace
- age-group, runner-up, great—grandmther,.kllowatt-_hour. '
es. dining room, mation picture, maid of honar, music box

el ,

rson, place, thing, or idea. A plural noun names more than one.

ost plural nouns are formed by addlng -sor-es to the singular form
aces the noun. : -

Compound Nouns

Most nouns ¢an be singular or plural. A singular noun names one -

o write the plural forms of some compound nouns, however, you
to know special rules.”

.~ Add -s to most words. fireplaces, bookmar
Add -es tomostwords  stronghoxes
-~ that end inch, sh, s,

orx

- Make the most |mp0rtant'-3%. runr
part of the word plural:-. - - greg

_"Make_ the mo_st i_mpo_rt_antn _ musm bexes~d|nmg rooms
part of the word plural. ~~ * maids of honor '

- 92C0mp0und Nouns 381



Exercise 3

: --_(cellular phe
: pred1cted‘ record:s
broke down durmg the storml
: ereeve 5h




by Scott Elder -
Photograph by Michael Nichols

} ~ African elephants are the blggest land ammals on Earth Standing as tall as 13 feet and

- sometimes weighing more than'6 tons, these jumbos aren’t dumbos. Elephants have the
largest brains of any land mammal, and that includes you! Of course, elephants aren’t as
smart as humans; our brains are bigger compared with the size of our bodies, and that
relatlonshlp is one key to lntelhgence Still, in the animal kingdom they’re practlcally
gemuses Here’s how elephants show their smarts in the w11d

1

‘Elephants teach each other.

Not all of the humans that elephants encounter
are friendly. The East African Maasai have a
tradition of proving their bravery by spearing

- animals they consider dangerous, including
“- elephants. Luckily, elephants can tell different
- human groups apart. In an experiment that

proved this ability, elephants were presented

- with the clothing worn by two groups: the
- Maasai hunters and harmless local farmers.

The elephants ran and hid when they saw

or smelled the clothing worn by the Maasai,

but reacted much more calmly to the farmers’
clothes. Surprisingly, even elephants that

had never been attacked responded in the

same way. How did they know to run? “The
elephants have learned over time and this kind
of knowledge is passed down,” says J,oyce Poole,
a biologist who studies elephants in Kenya with
the organization Elephant Voices. “Just like

- humans: If your mother responds in a certain
~ way, you learn from her by example.” -




Elephants listen to their elders.
Elephants rack up lots of pirthdays. They live for about 60 years Or more, which isone
of the jongest life spans among mmammals. Elephants store all the knowledge they learn
over the years in their big, powerful prains, and younger elephants trust the wisdom
of their elders.' Male ele_phants leave the family when they grow ub. and the oldest
fomale, called & matriarch,'leads the group. All the adult females in the group help make
decisions during calm times. “But if elephants are under threat, then everyone in the
family looks to the matriarch for her strong and wise leadership,” says Poole. “Families

' 1éd by the oldest matriarchs tend to be dominant, gurvive droughts best, and have the

most babies.”

3 _
Elephants really nevef fofget.

At ome point, Poole made frien_ds with a curious wild male named Viadimir. He would

et :.Po_ol'e tQu(_:_h his tr_unk'and tusks. After a separat-ion of 12 years, Poole wondered how

Viadimir would react to seeing her. “T called to him and he came over and let me touch

him ,again,” she says. “There was no doubt in WY x_nind that he remembered me—1 Was

- the only one who ever had that kind of interaction with him.” Elephants remember

important things about their _‘environment, too. A single elephant can devour hundreds
of pounds of leaves and v,,egetation and guzzle 50 gallons of water every day. For the
savannah elephants in the .grasslands of East Africa, 'Where'trees are scattered and
the land often becomes 'b_qne-dry, _memomzing where 10 find distant food and water isa

matter of gurvival. And even if an old watering_hole appears dry, the clever elephants

" know to dig 8 well.

4

Elephants figure out things wifh their.t_r,unks.' - : .
Most people know that éléphaﬁts use their trunks to trumpét loudly, to sa&¥y things 1il§_e
“P'ra happ > or “Leave me alone.” But elephants’ trunks, like our handy thumbs, also
give them the ability to grab things and handle them carefully. Elephants use their -

 trunks to _stuff food into their mouths; fling stones, and sometimes get into mi_s_chief.'

“They outsmart humans all the time, ":'says—Greqrg’e Wittemyer, & biologist who studies
_ elephants-with the organization Save the Elephants. Elephants 1ift the lids ont water
tanks and guck them dry while people sleep, and they've figured out how to turt on a

gaucet to get 2 drink. “It's @ testament t0 how intelligent they are, Says Wittemyer. ‘B
unfortunately they don’t turn the faucet off—to the great annoyance of the 'people Tivin

" there!”



} H " PART I Re_leas_ei:l Réading ltems—2014 Augmented Benchmark Grade: 7

‘Read this dictionary entry Pt - th%m g ranguilize as
: - it is used in section 5 -

tank i
A to study by observatlon

n 1 prison cell 2 armored B ‘B to calm with medicine
vehicle used in combat 3 large
| container that holds liquid;

v 4to drop-.suddenly

€ to become confused
D to welcome guests .

Whmh deﬁnltlon from the chctmnary

entry matches the word tank as it is 7 Which behavior b st showshow ,

used in section 47 _ elephants rely on oné a}xo.ther'? N

A deﬁnltlon 1 A remembering events from the past

B definition 2 : B feeling sad upon ﬁndmg elephant
€ definition 3 ‘ - ] : bones .

D definition4 - C visiting famlly members When

they are smk

D recoghizing the call of many other
- elephants

R . _
5  According to the passage, elephants
use their trunks in all of the following

activities except : ‘ : N
8 In which area of the library would

A wrestling. ~ this passage most likely be found?
B throwing. A Fiction
C gripping. '
g .pp. g B Reference
D drinking. C Biography

D Nonfiction
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Elephants adopt orphans. |
It's a sad fact that for many animal species, when a mother dies, ner children do not
have anyone t0 care for them and also die. Elephants are different. When 2 matriarch

. elephant named Tuskless died, her baby calf was orphaned. Tuskless’s adult daughter
Tulip already had a young calf of her own, but she adopted the orphan anyway- “Because
they have such close bonds and close friendships, it’s just natural that they would
adopt and look after calves,” says Poole. What surprised her, though, was when she
saw Tulip nursing a third calf—another orphan-—-that wasn't even part of her extended
family. “They’re s0 caring about other clephants,” she says. “They're kind of able to

put themselves n another’s shoes, 80 to speak . - - which is Jefinitely a sign of higher
intelligence.” |

3 Which of the following best explains
why elephant families split up into

. gmaller groups when searching for.

- food? ' : :

1 ‘According to the passage, which
relationship shows that humans are
smarter than elephants? ' T

A eye size compared to head size

B oye size compared to brain size ‘A Food is scarce and spread over a

‘ 1a: red.

C head size compared to body, size arge 'area .

. | . B Too big a group will fight over
D brain size compared to body size patches of plants.

¢ Young elephants'could be injured.
in a large herd.

p Each group brings a different type

2 According to the passage, elephants of food back to share.

can learn from

A avoiding human behavior.
B observing other elephants.
C practicing several times.
p fighting other animals.
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Possessive Nouns

A noun can be singular, naming only one person, place, thing, or

! idea; or it can be plural, naming two or more. A noun can also show
[ | ownership or possession of things or quahues This kind of noun is
100 called a possessive noun. | 7
1t
m A possessive notn names who or what owns or has something.
1 Possessive nouns can be common or proper nouns. They can also
| be singular or plural. The following. pairs of sentences show how '
possesswe nouns are formed.
i Miko owns a book about inventions.
' uter) Miko’s book is about inventions.
df"r) Several books have indexes. _
hine) Check several books’ indexes.
éf the - Possessive nouns are formed in one of two ways. To form the B
L ossessive of most nouns, you add an apostrophe and -s (’s). This is- .
ief) rue for all singular nouns and for plural nouns not ending in -s. To -
' orm the possessive of plural nouns already ending in -s, you add e
nly an apostrophe. These rules are summarized in the chart below. .=
£33 the Y P p : =
w)
JW)
lift)

- mmitte
:t bOX) K

- Add an 'apdstlfo'p'he -
and -"s { s).. "

Add an apostrophe-- _‘_ .
(")
Add an apostrophe.-..

. 9’3 Possessive Nouns
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